
Lone Star Elementary 
PTA Meeting 

October 10, 2017 
 
 
Members Present: Felicia Truitt, Paula Green, Kristin Tallas, Christina 
Smalley, Veronica Aufill, Kayla Carter, Gretchen Williamson, Kristen Ward, 
Tammy Tempel, Tanya Sumner, Angela Hinkle, Samantha Webb, Natalie 
Kelly, Nicole Midkiff, Athena Silver, Kelly Williams, Melissa Jorge, Ann Marie 
Ronsman, Alyse Leibel, Sarah Rhea, Eric Eveland, Dr. Catherine Bartlett 
 
Gretchen Williamson called the meeting to order at 8:49 a.m. and 
welcomed everyone.  
 
Minutes – Alyse Leibel made a motion to approve the minutes as 
presented. Eric Eveland seconded, and the motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Eric Eveland reported that there were six deposits, one 
credit card transaction for shirt sales, and an outstanding check for mums 
and garters. He noted that the current balance is $17,032.99. He noted 
that September sales minus mums and garters expenses made for a net 
profit of $2,914. Gretchen Williamson reported that Jenny Kate Boutique 
donated a portion of their sales from the Tears & Cheers event that 
totaled $198. 
 
Principals Corner - Dr. Bartlett reported that they try to spend PTA money 
on things that are school wide. Today they are sending out the Fun Run 
letter as the Fun Run is kicking off next week. The goal is that this will be the 
one big fundraiser for the year. The money raised will go towards 
technology, including a laptop cart for 5th grade, the Leader in Me, and 
other programs already in place. Open House will be Thursday from 5 to 
6:30 and will be come and go. There should be plenty of parking. They 
had the second tribe day and it went well. It is great seeing them work 
together. 
 
Announcements: 

- Gretchen Williamson thanked all of the volunteers who helped with 
the science lab. It looks great.  

- Gretchen Williamson said a huge thanks to Amanda Foshee and 
anyone else who helped with the birthday table. This year instead 
of cake, each child gets to pick a book from the book cart. It is 
usually the last Friday of the month.  



- Gretchen Williamson noted that minutes will be on the website after 
each meeting. You can also find other information including 
teacher favorites, Dr. Bartlett’s weekly newsletter, and yearbook 
information on the website. 

- Gretchen Williamson reported that tomorrow is Pink Out Day for 
breast cancer. Students are asked to wear pink or a shirt they like.  

- Gretchen Williamson reported that October 15 is the last day to 
order a yearbook before the price goes up. The link is on the PTA 
website.  
 

Fundraising – The Fun Run is October 26, with PreK, Kinder, and 1st 
beginning at 8:30; 2nd and 3rd beginning at 9:30; and 4th and 5th beginning 
at 10:30 a.m. Pep rallies will be on October 17 – at 1:15 pm for Sun, Star 
and Tree Tribes, and at 2:15 pm for River, Volcano and Fire Tribes. This is a 
fun jumpstart to the week. Parents are welcome to attend the pep rallies, 
but it is mostly just watching. Gretchen Williamson noted that this is the 
Apex Fun Run. Every year there is a theme and this year the theme is Apex 
UNITED - U is for Unique, N is for No Excuses, I is for Inspire Others, T is for 
Teachable, E is for Empathize, D is for Do Your Best.  
 
The Fun Run actually runs 2 weeks starting with the pep rally kick off, and 
on other days the Apex staff will be in the classrooms doing short lessons. 
Every student gets a bracelet for every day, and every student also gets a 
t-shirt. No child is left out no matter how much they raise. This program is 
also in line with the Leader in Me initiative. It’s a fun two weeks. Dr. Bartlett 
noted that they also like to do it with Red Ribbon week because it all 
works well together.  
 
Gretchen Williamson reported that we will need to get many volunteers 
for Fun Run, including volunteers to hand out water, mark the shirts, and to 
cheer them on. Christina Smalley said that information will be sent out 
soon for volunteers. She recommends signing up for a grade that is not 
your student so you can watch your students when it is their time to run. 
Students can make posters that can be put in the halls. You can also bring 
posters the day of the race.  
 
Dr. Bartlett noted that students are sponsored per lap and most will do all 
of the laps. All of the details will be in the information sent out soon. In the 
event of rain, it will be inside. Gretchen Williamson reported that Lone Star 
was #2 for the year last year in fundraising dollars for Apex Fun Run. 
Classrooms get a percentage of what they raised back to their classroom 
in the form of an Amazon gift card.  
 



Christina Smalley noted that you should also receive information from your 
room mom about decorating your classroom door. Each class will pick out 
their own team name and parents help decorate their door. They will be 
completed by October 19. It is a fun thing for the students to look forward 
to and get them in the spirit.  
 
Programs – Natalie Kelly reported that Red Ribbon Week will be 10/23-
10/27 – the same week as the Fun Run. There are different themes for 
different days – Monday - Team Up to Make Good Choices (wear team 
shirts); Tuesday - We are TuTu Cool to Get Tied Up in Bad Choices (wear 
tutus or ties); Wednesday – Leaders are Heroes (wear camo); Thursday – 
Run Towards Good Choices (wear your Fun Run shirt and running shoes, 
crazy socks or anything else fun); Friday – Good Leaders have Good 
Character (wear your book character costume for the Book Character 
Parade). For the Book Character Parade, the students will dress up and 
bring the corresponding book. Gretchen Williamson reported that there 
will be volunteer opportunities for the week, including decorating for Red 
Ribbon Week on October 20. Check the SimplyCircle App for all 
opportunities. Natalie Kelly reported that Anti-Bully Week will be 11/13-
11/17 - the same week as the November tribe day. There will be things 
planned out for that week as well.  
 
Gretchen Williamson noted that for the next three weeks, there will be a 
lot of opportunities to volunteer. This time of the year is the heart of what 
we do. We appreciate all of the help. 
 
There will be a 4th grade Veterans Program on November 9. Natalie Kelly 
noted that there will be decorating opportunities for that. Check the 
SimplyCircle app for those. 
 
Voting:  
Gretchen Williamson reported that the PTA needs to vote on the following 
items: 

- Books for the Birthday Table – Cost: $750 
(Note: This will replace the birthday cake purchased for the birthday 
students that month. We also used to buy a birthday cake for the 
teachers lounge. Thanks to the teachers, that is now being used 
toward books for birthday table as well.)  

- Materials for decorating the library windows with the 7 habits, 
including frost and vinyl – Cost: $135 

Angela Hinkle made a motion to approve the costs as presented. 
Veronica Aufill seconded, and the motion carried. 
 



Gretchen Williamson noted that as we start all of these activities, 
remember that all of these things go into our yearbook. If you have a nice 
camera or even just your phone, please feel free to take photos.  
We will get information on uploading the photos and post it on the PTA 
website.  
 
Gretchen Williamson thanked the volunteers who helped with school 
picture day. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 a.m. 
 
 
 
 


